Autocrine growth factors produced in the thyroid.
This catalogue of autocrine growth factors is limited to proteins--metabolites of iodine and prostaglandins are omitted and they are undoubtedly of autocrine importance in the thyroid, as elsewhere. However, this summary of polypeptide growth factors secreted by the thyroid illustrates the potential cells have to condition their environment to modify their responses to external stimuli. This enables cells in different tissues to respond to agonists in different ways. The effects of TSH on IGF, IGFBP and IGF receptor production and the effects of IGFBPs on IGF action are good examples of this amplified response. Many pieces of the jigsaw, however, remain to be found and put in place before a clear picture of the regulation and roles of these factors can be made.